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SERMON 


Folly of Atheiſm. 


PSALM IW.; 


The Fool bath ſaid in his Heart, There 
7s no God: They are corrupt, they bave 
done abominable morks, there 1s none 
that doth good, 


9-8 Z4 HOUGH the Being of 2 
4 God 1s, in Religion, the 
> firſt and moſt fundamental 
JF. 22 Article; yet it may be 
| prov 'd by ſome forego- 
> SO xD ing Principles of Natu- 
ral Reaſon. This may be 
done, but the attempt ſeems unneceſlary 


in a Chriſtian Congregation, where the 
A 3 Members 


to. 
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Members profeſs, not only, Thar there is a 
God who made them ; bur alſo, That there 


is a Meſſiah who redeem'd them. 


Taking it therefore, here, as a confeſſed 
Prizciple, That God is; I ſhall make it my 
buſineſs to repreſent to you theſe 7wo 


. Things: 


x. The Folly of thoſe who live with- 
3. The Vileneſs c out God in the world. 


For theſe two Remarks arc here offer'd 
by the Royal Pſalmiſt in the 7ext ; The fool 
hath ſaid in his heart, There is no God : they 
are corrupt, they have done abominable works ; 
there is none that doth pood. 

Holy David does, here, 

In the 1}. place, 

Take notice of the Folly of thoſe who 
live without God in the world. 

Th:y can never be without his Efential 
Preſence, nor always without an inward ſenſe 
of it; thzre 15 no worldly Charm that can, 
perpetually, keep the Conſcience from ſuch 
refle&tions; but whilft they remain inſenſible 
of a God, their way is their Folly, And 

iſt. They 
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iſt. They want Knowledg and Judgment. 
2dly. They want Wiſdom and Diſcretion. 


” They want Knowleds and Judgment, 
and commut wonderful miſtakes about Prin- 
ciples common to Mankind. For as a natu- 
ral Fool may ſometimes ſpeak a ſhrewd and 
ſeaſonable thing ; ſo an irre/igious one, tho 
he has, in other reſpects, .ability of mind 
(as Fudas and Demas themſelves had, being 
wiſe in their generation ;) yet with reference 
to the Exiſtence of a Deity, he is guilty of 
groſs and palpable Errors: None deſeryc 
thoſe Epithetes more than theſe that follow ; 
viz. That there is an EffeF without a Cauſe. 
That an inſufficient Cauſe can produce a perfed 
and ſufficient Effet. That ſomething (without 
an Almighty Power ) can come out of nothing. 
They are to be derided rather than con- 
futed, who ſhall have the confidence to 
ſay, That a Houſe had no Builder ; that all 
the Materials tell into that uſetul 0rder by 
Accident ; and that the Maſter of the Houſe 
ſprung at laſt, out of the very frame of it: 
The Atheiſt does not ſay this in terms, bur 

he 
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he maintains that which is equally abſurd : 
For, ſeeing the Heavens and the: Harth arc 
imperfect beings, and did not, could not 
make themſelves ; he that denies that a God, 
or a Firſt, and abſolutely perfe&t Being, 
was the Maker of them, docs by co 
' quence, ſect before us imperfect Cauſes and _ 
Effects, exiſting without a Cauſe. And . 
ſ_eing ali things are made in Number, Weight, 
and Meaſure, either he ſhews his ſtupidneſs 
in not difcerning the Footſteps of Wiſdom 
in the wonderful frame of Nature, which 
appears the more regular, the greater por- 
tion a man has of the knowledg of the Lines 

and Figures of Bodies, and the Rules of 
| Motion; or he aſcribes all this to Chance 
(which yet 1s a word he ought not to uſe, 
who makes all Cauſes neckfiry) and main- 
tains, that Confuſion 1s the moſt wile Parent 
of Order. 

Secing, alſo, h: makes the Soul to be the 
Temper of the Body ; and the ſubſtance, and 
the modes and motions of 1t are as diſtinct 
from Underſtanding, as 1s the matter and 
movement of any other Engine, from a 
reaſoning mind ; he makes Nothing to be 


the 
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the Spring of Something ; that is, the Con- 
ſtirution of the Body, which hath no 
thought, nor any thing from whence it 
can poſhbly come, to be the Cauſe of 
Thought, of Judgment, of Wiſdom, of 
Conſcience. 

Bur.(as one of that ſort of men has writ- 
ten in one of his Intervals) © *Tis very hard , 
* ro believe; that.to produce all the ſeveral » 
*and curious Organs of Senſe and Memory, 
* could be the work of any thing that had 
* not Underſtanding : And he might have 
added, Much more of the Underſtanding it ſelf. 

And this Error is ſtill the more groſs, be- 
cauſe the Godleſs perſon holds it to be an 
Error, whulſt he denies the Creation of the 
World out of nothing ; and then ſees not 
that it 1s one, when he ſpeaks of the Origi- 
nal of the Sou! out of that which hath no- 
thing of Soul 1n un. Such Inconſitence 1s a 
plain indication of want of judgment ; and 
ungodly men arc, in many more particu- 
lars, at variance with themſelves. 

As for example; In Health they are Athe- 
iſts; and in Sickneſs, Superſtitions ; They 
ſay,. all we do 1s neceſſary ; and yet blame 

B ſoc 


Decam. 
. I J , I 't, 
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| ſome Actions, and commend others. They 


have no Fairh about Divine Prophecies, 
even thoſe which have been evidently ful- 
fll'd in the Coming and Death of Chriſt, 
and the preciſe times of them ; yet they can 
put their truſt in Aſtrology, which 1s not ſo 
muchas good gueſſing. They ſcoff at Good 

men, and yet cannot but wiſh, that their 
latter end were like theirs. They mock at 
the Being of Ghoſts, in the /ight, and dread 
them in the dark, In company they deny 
the Exiſtence of Evil Spirits ; and fear to 
be all alone in the night, leſt Evil Spirits 
ſhould fetch them away. In fine,men thar live 
without God, are ſo deſtitute of Know- 
ledg, that they are a riddle to themſelves. 

Nay, even whilſt they think they have 
aſſerted their Liberty, and that they arc 
perfect Maſters of themſclyes, they are /ed 
captive by the Devil at his will; for he rules 
in the bearts of the difobedient. 

This ſhews that part of their Folly, which 
conſiſts in want of Knowledg and fRteddy 
Zudgment. . And there is, 


2dly, A great deal that gives us demon- 


{tration 


ee on 
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{tration of the other part of it, their want of 
Wiſdom, even that of the Serpent, the doing 
of things for their own benefit, ſafety, and 
comfort. For, 


1ſt. They uſe means contrary to their ends, 
2dly. They run an infinite hazard, upon 


inconſuderable motives. 


1//, Thoſe who ſay in their hearts, There 
is no God, manifeſt their, want of Wiſdom and 
Diſcretion, by uſing means contrary to their 
End. For one great pretended End of A- 
theiſm and Unbelief, 1s a deliverance from 
fear, * the making of the mind eafie in all * Lucret. 1. «. 
, nte 
a man's thoughts, and -words, and actions, ous fx!e 
by frecing it from that terror which is ne. fe 
ſtruck into it by the apprehenſion of a God, gprres rar 
as an Obſerver, a Judg, and an Avenger ; ««. 
as one that will call them to a ſevere ac- 
count for whatſoever they have done in the 
fleſh, whether it be good or evil. 
But the Fear which hath Torment, cannot 
otherwiſe be wholly prevented, than either 
by Innocence, or Repentance, and Applicati- 
on to God, and for the Expedient of the 


B 2 fpicureans, 


"Of the Falh 


Ppicureans, it brings into the boſom that 
Anxiety which it pretends to expel ; for 
men having had experience of their own 
impotence and imperfection, and of the 
weakneſs and deceitfulneſs of others, and 

obſerving the daily changes and chances of 
_ this world, can by no means be ſecur'd a- 
gainſt them, but by the belief of an over- 
ruling Providence, and the performance of 
ſuch things as may ſecure to them the Pro- 
tection of 11. He only who 1s not conſci- 
ous to himſelf of guilt unrepented of, who 
1s fincere in his Duty to God and Man, 1s 
capable of remaining without deſpair, if 
he ſhould perceive the frame of Nature 
ready to be diffolv'd. Our Savyiour's 
queſtion carries its anſwer along with it ; 
Why are yee fearful, O yee of little faith? A 
weak Faith is ſcarce ſufficient to keep out 
fear and trouble: What Peace then can 
chere be, where there is no faith at all? 
What Pcacc can there be to the Wicked, 
remaining ſuch, who arc without God, 
without Providence, without inward Com- 
fort, without help in :Nature ; without 


hope in this World, or the Other ? 
241y. The 
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2dly. The want of Wiſdom, in irreli- 
£10us men, 1s ſeen, by the infinite hazard 
they run, upon inconſiderable motives. 

The hazard they run, 1s the /ofs of Body 
and Soul for ever ; which loſs, though the A- 
theiſts believe not, yet they cannot ſay 'tis 
an Impoſlibility. 

And upon what Temptation 1s it, that 
they make this perillous Adventure ? 

Why! for the ſake of a few vile Lufts, 
and inordinate Paſſions, the fruit of which 
1s preſent ſhame, and inconvenience : They 
loſe their hopes of being like Ange/s for 
ever, that they may enjoy a few Brutal 
Pleaſures for a few days on carth. 

A man would mortific all thoſe unruly 
* Appetites, with reſpect even to the digniry 
of his own nature, and for the Intereſts of 
this life, upon the account of which this 
fooliſh ſinner parts with a bleſſed Eternity. 

Wiſdom would preſcribe Temperance, 
Juſtice, Gratitude, Peaccableneſs, decent 
ſpeaking, and the like, if there were no 
other World ; much more does it requirz: 
obedience to the reaſonable Commands 
of Religion, when they are means to the 
comforts 
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comforts both of this life, and that which 
15 to COME. 

Nothing was more remote from Wi. 
dom than the choice of Eſau; what man 
of common underſtanding would have loſt 
his birth-right, to fatisfie an impatient ap- 
petite, which might in a little time have 
been appeas'd, without the loſs either of 
Birth-right, or Health 2 Who then is the 
fooliſh Merchant? He, doubtleſs, who 
whilſt he deals in the World, parts with 
a preſent certainty upon the probable hopcs 


of very great gain; But will not part with 


ſo much as a Vice which is of no profit to 
him (with ſo much as an Oath. which 
offends others, and weakens his Credit 
among them, and brings him no imagina- - 
ble Advantage) upon the Hopes of Life 
eternal. 

Now the Folly of ſuch Perſons 1s the 
more notorious, becauſe, whulſt they arc 
blind, they look upon themſelves as thoſe, 
who ſee furtheſt into the Cauſes of things. 
Thus it happen'd to the ungodly among 
the Romens ; profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, 
they became fools. | 

Now 
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Now to ſuch Folly, as conſiſts both in 
the want of Judgment, and of Wiſdom 
in the beſt things, may firly be joyn'd, 
that which David (in the ſecond place) rakes 
notice of in the Text, The wvi/eneſs of thoſe 
who live without Religion: Which 1s rwo 
fold ; 


1. The vileneſs of their Temper and Diſ- 
poſition ; They are corrupt... 


2. The vileneſs of their Practice, They 
have done abominable works ; 1 here is none 


that doth good. 


1. Atheiſtical Perſons are wile in their 
temper and inclination. They are corrupt, or 
they have corrupted, firſt themſelves, and 
then their works. There 1s rottenneſs at 
the heart of them. 

Na-bhal is the Original word. From 
thence a Writer (a) on the Text, will have 
that of Nebzlo derived. He fails in his 
Erymologie, but his meaning is good ; 


For he would ſuggeſt thus much tous, that 


it 1s the kraviſh man who hath ſaid in, or 
ro 


— 
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* Tard. fatum, 
I/an. 


to his heart, There is no God. He 1s of fo 
villanousa diſpoſition, as, whilſt he believes 
there 15a God, to wiſh there. were 10ne, be- 
cauſe his Vices cannot approve themſelves 
tro Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and Holineſs. 

Immorality is the beginning of Atheiſm, 
and Atheiſm 1s the ſtrengthning of Immo- 
ralitv ; for the Immoral firſt would be 
glad there were no God, and what they de- 
ſire they readily believe; and when once 
they ſo believe, then they are confirm'd, 
wo encouragd in their Vices, and ſin with 
Aſſurance. 

For Atheiſm begins, not from the Argu- 
ments of a ſound Mind * in a ſober Temper, 
bur in a ſenſual Diſpoſition, which inclines 
Men to ſeek out for colours, whereby they 
may deceive themſelves into an Opinion of 
the ſafcty of: living in a courſe that pleaſes 
chem. 

* What they aſſert through ſenſuality, that 
they do, and when they have done it, they 


' ſtudy to make a defence, both that the ſting 


of Conſcience may not give any pain to 
them, and:that they may have ſomething to 
ſay tro thoſe who reprove them. 

Ir 
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It was from the corrupt: hearts of the 
Rulers, Elders, Scribes, Amnas the High 
Prieſt, Caiphas, John, Alexander, and others; 

It was (I ay) from their love of popula- 
rity, and their fear of being look'd upon as 
openly confuted, that They endeayour'd to 
ſtifle a plain Miracle which God wrought 
by St. Peter and St. Zohn, in healing a lame 
Man, inſtead of being convinced by it. 
When They faw * the boldneſs of Peter {*® +: 55 
and John, *© and perceived "that they were 
© unlearn'd and ignorant Men, they mar- 
* yelled, and _—_— knowledge of them 
* that they had been with Jcſus; And be- 
* holding the Man which was hcaled ſtand- 
*ing with them, they could ſay nothing againſt 
* it. But whenthey had commanded them 
*to go aſide out of the Council, they con- 
* ferred among themſelves, ſaying, What 
* ſhall we do tothcſe Men? For that indeed 
* a notable miracle hath been done by them, is 
* manifeſt to all them that dwell in Jeruſalem, 
* and me cannot deny it, But that it ſpread 
* no further among the People, let us ſtraitly 
* threaten them, that they ſpeak henceforth 
ro no Man in this Name. 

C 'To 
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* To the/pure all thingsare pure, but to 
* the defiled, nothing 1s pure, bur the very 


 * Conſcience is defiled, the ſenſe they have 


of things is (by their 11] temper) perfe&tly 
corrupred. 
If Men had in them a principle of Pro- 
bity, and were inclin'd to ſeek neceſſary 
Truths, and the Rules of Goodneſs, wit 
impartiality, they would certainly,., find 
them ; | but having ſome Luſts or other 
carthly Intereſts to gratific, the corrupt 
Heart, biafſeth the Judgment ; and they will 
not underſiand nor ſeek after God, When 
you ſpeak of a juft God,-to'an wnjuft Man; 
of a holy God, to an'unclean Man ;' of a mer- 
ciful God, to a cruel Man; of a God that is 


good, and does good, to a cvetous Man ; of 


a God of condeſcenſion, to a proud Man; of 
a long-ſuſfering God, to araſhand revengeful 
Man; of a God that rules over all, to an un- 
rrafable Man ; of a God that will call every 
Man to an account, to an unjuſt Steward; you 
ſpeak of Pearls to Swine nay, cach of theſe, 
has not only no value for ſuch a God; bur 
there 1s in them, a wicked prejudice againſt 
the notion of ſuch a Deity ; there 1s an 1n- 

tereſt 
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tereſt (tho? a wretched one) made by their 
carthly Aﬀections, in their Hearts againſt 
the Being of him. When you ſpeak of a 
Heaven where they neither eat nor drink to 
an Epicure; of the Idolatry of the worſhip 
of Diana to Demetrius and others who get 
their living by making Silver Models of her 
Temple; you ſpeak to thoſe whom Plea- 
ſure and Intcreſt have rendred deat. 

' If a Man could ce into, the Breaſt of a 
godleſs Perſon, what -a Cave of horrour 
would he look into? What ungovernable- 
neſs of Spirit would he behold ; what an 
unwillingneſs to own any Lord over it? 
What heighth of Pride would he find 


there ? The wicked through the pride of his Pal. 12. 4. 


countenance will not ſeek after God ; God is not 
. in all bis thoughts. 

How is ſuch a- one puffed up with this 
yain conceit, that He underſtands the deep- 
eſt ſecrets of Nature, and 1s wiſer than all 
the Men of all Ages, who have by the 
things that are ſeen, aſcended to the ac- 
knowledgment of an inviſible God 2 What 
uncharitableneſs would he ſee in ſuch a 
Perſon, rendring him diſtruſtful of all che 

C 2 World 
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World as deſigning,” and unfaithful ? for 
they that live without God, mere by the 
Meaſures of their own diſhoneſt Hearts. 
- What diſguſt would be given him by 
many filthy and monſtruous Luſts, dark- 
ning, by their impure ſteams, the under- 
ſtandings of knowing Men, and driving 
them imperuouſly into ſach beaſtly Follics 
as are the ſhame and peril, as well as the 
degeneracy of humane nature ? 

From Hearts fo corrupt cannot but pro- 
ceed firft, wiſhes of Atheiſm, and when they 
have deluded themſelycs mto a conceit that 
they have their wiſh, there cannot but follow 

| (what. I am next to Conſider.) 

2. The vileneſs of their praftice. They 
have dojie abominable works ; there is none that 
doth good. | 

_ Firft, There is a natural tendency to ſuch 
abommable pra&tice, m the Heart of god- 
leſs Men. | 

Secondly, Ir is true in fa&, that their 
Practice is, the Omiſſion of all good, and the 
Commiſſion of preſumptuous evils. 

1. There is a tendency to fuch abominable 
pratlices in the Heart of Godleſs Men. ; 

' Come 
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Some Unbelievers have pretended to re- 
gulate their practice by Honour, by De- 
cency, by Diſcretion, by cunning Craft ; 
they haye pretended to fin by Method, 
wa to act with worldly Safety. 

But where there 1s ſo 1ll a Heart, fo 
brutiſhly inclin'd, fo given up to a repro- 
bare ſenſe, ſo void of the Grace of God; 
it will, upon temptation and opportuni- 
ty, break forth into the moſt execrable abo- 
minations. HOES. 

Our Laws ſuppoſe all Marthe:s, Adul- 
terics, Thefts, and other ſuch violations 
of them, to be acted by Perſons, who hayc 
not the fear of God before their Eyes, That 
1s the Bridle which will reſtrain them, if 
they are not paſt reſtraint. 

And if thoſe, who believe in general, that 
God is, bur conſider not what they believe, 
and forget him, and have him not in their 
Thoughts, commit very black Crimes: 
certainly they preſerve not themſelves in- 
nocent, who are by a corrupt: Heart, in- 
chanted into this worſt of perſuaſions, that 
there is no God at all, 

Al 
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All find ir difficult to live a holy and 


blameleſs life after having entertain'd good 
Principles; after much conſideration, and 
ſtriving to maſter themſelves, and Prayer 
to God for his Aſſiſtance. How impro- 
bable then 1s 1t, that thoſe ſhould be free - 
from preſumptuous evils, who neither 
fear God, nor regard Man ; who make 
Senſe their Guide ; who rather give up 
the Reins to brutal nature, than endea- 
vour to govern 1t. | 

And, 2dly, It is true in fact that their 
practice 1s the omiſſion of all good, and the 
commiſſion of preſumptuous evils. 

1. For good, that, ſaith David, 1s gene- 
rally omitted amongſt them, 7 here is none of 
them that doth good. | 

It is true, that ungodly Men do ſome- 
times that which is materially good, to o- 
thers ; -but it 1s not from the true motives 

Lute 18.5. of Goodneſs. The unjuſt Judge did ju- 
{tice, bur 'rtwas upon. [mportunity,. and to 
avoid being wearied. Ill Men do good, 
not becauſe it 1s an imitation of God, or 
pleaſing to him ; b.cauſe it 1s bencficial to 
the Community of which they are _ 
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bers; becauſe it 1s a means to find mercy 


at that day: they will not give up @ op of 


water to a Diſciple of our bleſled Maſter 
Jeſus in the name of a Diſciple. For they 
cannot a&t by principles which thev have 
not: but, with the Publicans, they do one 
Courteſie to receive another ; and they 
have a hook in every gift: They ſome- 
times do.a good office for good Men who 
may honour them before the People, and 
ſerve them in another way : Bur the Crea- 
tures they moſt readily ſupport, are Para- 
ſites, Flatterers, the Inſtruments of their 
Luſt, Injuſtice and Revenge, and ſuch who 
know their ſeveral Abominations, and for that 
rcaſon are fear d. 

Therefore the Good they do is not pro- 
perly good. But 

2dly, For their Evils, they arc formally 
evil, They are all manner of Immoralitics 
in the Root of them: For if Atheiſts aC&tu- 
ally forbear any Evil, it 1s not from Con- 
ſcience (for that they have not) but from 
fear of. the Law, or of thoſe they depend 


on, or publick Infamy, or cxpence, or 
diſcaſe, 


Of the Folly 


diſeaſe, or from impotence, or want of 
opportunity. 

| Thereare two ſorts of their evil prafiices, 
which I ſhall take notice of, from the ſe- 
cond Chapter of the Book of Wiſdom. 


1. The foft 1s, ebomizable ſenſuality. 


2. The ſecond is, crucl and unmerciful 


oppreſſton. 


r. For the firſt, Their abominable ſenſua- 
lity, holy David obſerves in verſe 3. that 
they are altogether become filthy. Thcir fal- 
thineſs 1s thus deſcrib'd in the 6, 7, 8, and 
9th Verſes of the forementioned Book: of 
Wiſdom. * Come on, ---- let us enjoy the 
* good things that are preſent ; and let us 
* ſpecdily uſe the Creatures like as in 
*youth: Let us fill our ſelves with coſtly 
*Wine and Oyntments ; and let no Flow- 
cr of the Spring paſs by us. Ler us crown 
our ſelves wh Roſe-buds bctore they be 
wither'd ; let none of us go without his 
part of our voluptuouſneſs,; let us leave 

* tokens 


c 
C 
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* tokens of our joyfulneſs (that name they 
give totheir Luſts and Revyellings) in eve- 
ry ſtreet. 

Thus courſe, being very expenſive, brings 
on, 

The ſecond part of their abominable 
practice, which 1s cruel and unmerciful op- 
preſſion. The Author of that Book doth 
therefore, in the tenth Verſe, go on after 
this manner, * Let us oppreſs the poor 
* righteous man; let” us not ſpare the 
* widow, nor. reverence the ancient gray 
* hairs of the aged. 

* Let our ſtrength be the law of Juſtice. 

So that whenſoever any one ſhcws his 
Neighbour a godleſs Man, his Neighbour 
can immediately ſhew him a Monſter made 
up of the Goat, the Swine, the Wolf, 
the Lion; 1f I may allow him any thing 
ſo generous as, they ſay, there 1s in that 
King of the Forcſt. 

After all this manifeſtation of the Folly, 
and vileneſs of ſuch as are without God in the 
World; It is time inthe 

Third place to think what is fit, in this 

D calc, 
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 _ 4 caſe, ' for thoſe: to do, ' who: believe in God ; _ 

oth firſt as ro themſelees..and 
Secondly, To thoſe who believe not. 


And, firſt, for our ſelves, who believe 
in God, and 1n Jeſus Chriſt whom he has 
ſent ; It 1s neceſſary to :keep our. Faith 
from deadneſs, by the exerciſes of holy 
Living. | | | 
- The: Devils do more. than the Atheiſts, 
for they. belicve;z -but becauſe they pro- 
mote -mfidchity mothers, - and obey not 
themſelves, they are Devilsfall. . | | 

It we own a God, x 15 our duty to glori- 
fie him as God , otherwiſe our Faith 3s wain, 
and the unfruitfulneſs of x will be the Ag- 
gravation of our fin; and 3t we defre 
not tO retain God in our knowledge, and to 
honour tam wich the Takent with which/he 
has intruſted 'us.; he will deliver us up 
ro thoſe vile Aﬀections -over which a 
'Vidtory 1s to be ebramed by a living 
Farch.  066:4, | 

But if we adorn oar Beliet by an agree- 
able Life, thar will be a 4ncans £0 fave. our 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, and to gain others ; at leaſt, ©O put 
to ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. 


IT. With relation to ſuch, 

- 1. All ſhould learn to diftruſt, and to be 
watchful. For what Confidence can be 
at in a Man that” thinks not of a God 
thit will call him to an Account? Who 
meaſures all things by Power and perſo- 
nal Humour or-Intereſt ? Who it he pu:- 
ſues his Principles, muſt never ſpeak Truth; 
nor do Juſtice againſt his private Ends ? 

2. All Perſons ſhould pray to 'God, not 
to work Miracles before Unbelievers, not 
co call up Men from the Dead, and (end 
Ghoſts to- convince them; bur to give 
chem Grace to atrend to the ſufficient Means 
which are offer'd to them in the Goſpel. 

3. All judicious good Men ſhould en- 
deavour to become part of the Means of 
their Converſion, by ſound Diſcourſe, by 
exemplary Lives, and by bcaring, nor 
with mean Cowardiſe, but with Courage 
and Patience, their inſolent Scorn ; not 
anſwering fools according to their folly, but 

| D 2 ſhewing 
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ſhewing them that True Religion can 
govern thoſe Paſſions, which make them, 
as raging Waves, to foam out their own ſhame. 

\ . 4. Ir concerns all+Maſters of Families 
ro defend their Threfhold againſt the Foot- 
ſteps of the Ungodly, "who will tempt their 
Children, and cheir Servants to Luſt and 
Prodigality, and to the Supports of them, 
Theft, and imbezlement of Goods. 

e, All Churches ſhould, as far poſſible, 
diſcountenance Swperſtitioy, and looſneſs 
of Life. | 

(1.) They ſhould baniſh far from them 
all Frauds abulively call'd Piows, all fabu- 
lous Legends, all teigned Miracles, all ab- 
furd and ſuperttitious Doctrines and Pra- 
Etices, which beget and nouriſh Atheiſm ; 
tor theſe, where they are daiſcover'd, 
blemiſh Religion in thoſe who are educated 
in ſuch Cocierics.; for they have taken that 
m which they have been bred, for A/l Re- 
ligion; and rcje&ting that, with it they 
rejeft all. They diſtinguiſh nor berwixt 
the Impoſtures of Men, and the Truths of 
Gcd, the Light of whoſe #ord is taken from 


them. (2.) Where 
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(2.) Where there are not ſuch Frauds, 
or they are not diſcover 4; Men. who have 
liv'd /oofly, and without any Principles, not 
being able to content the Conſcience with- 
out ſome Religion, will at laſt run from the 
extream of Atheiſm to that of Srper/titzor. 
After having liv'd- [nfidels, they will dic 
Idolaters. 

There is no where ſo great a Harveſt for 
Ronmuſh Miſſionaries, as where Men, under 
the true Light of the Goſpel, have no Re- 
I:gion art all. REM 

And a Church that will keep out Popery, 
muſt, as far as it can be done by its Diſct 
pline, mortify Lewdneſs and Protaneneſs. 

6. It behoveth all Civil Gouvernowrs to 
animadyvert upon Atheiſm, as that which 
ſupplants the Foundation of all Humane 
SOCIEtY. 

This Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been pen- 
ned upon occaſion of the Conſpiracy of 
Abſalom, and the general Wickedneſs of 
that Generation which gave occaſion to it, 
and to the ſpreading of Atheiſm. It was 
an Age ſo corrupt, that David ſeems to 

compare 
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Gen, 6.11,1%, 


compare it to the State of the Old World 
before the Flood, at which time the Earth 
was filled with Violence, and all Fleſh had 
corrupted its Ways, We read m Numb, 21. 
That thoſe who ſpake Foil of God, ſpake Fwil 
of Moſes. They who will not fear God, 
will not inwardly reverence Man. They 
who ſcoft at Religion as Prieft-Craft, will, 
under the Name of Prince-Craft, deſpiſc 
Civil Government. If ſuch univerſally-pre- 
vaiPd, they would ruin all Kingdoms, by 
taking away all Faith and Truſt, which 4s 
the Grornd of Commerce. They would 
make all Pzblick Pats and Covenants of 
noneeficet, by removing Conſctence, which 
ics Men to the performance of their Words 
and Promiſes; when Intereſt, join'd with 
Power, commandsall Men that haveno Re- 
ligion to be no longer Slaves to them. 

Atheiſm ſupplants all laws, by invalidat- 
mg the belief of all #widences and Oaths. 
Whar judicial proceeding can there be, 
for the preſervation of Mens Perſons and 
Properties without Witneſſes And how can 
an Atheiſt, a falſe Man, bea fairhful Wuneſs? 
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What a Mockery is his depoſing upon a Goſpel, 
which he does not believe ? Or his raking wp 
the Name of | a Deity, of which he ſays, as 
<t. Paul of an Idol, that it is Nothing ? 

By rcaſon of Atheiſts the Land mourns 
they are the greateſt Enemies of it. And 
if (which God avert) it ſhould ever come 
to paſs, that there ſhould not be good Men 
enough to ballance their Impiety, we ſhould 
ſoon become a Deſolation. 

Pray we therefore tothe. Lord of Heayen 
and Earth, and fay, © Ariſe, O God, main- 
* tain thine own Cauſe; remember how the 
* fooliſh Man blaſphemerh thee daily. 


And, to this King. Eternal, Immortal, In- 
viſible, to the only Wiſe God, let us give 
from our Hearts, G/ory and Honour, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


FINIS. 


